
SUMMER IS UPON US!
It ’s a time of year we all look forward to. Summer provides opportunities to take time away from work, to travel, to rest, to 
catch up on projects, as well as spend time with family. What ’s on your summer agenda?

Here at Emmanuel Bible College, campus life moves at a different pace this time of year. Classes are over and students are 
absent, but we do enjoy visits from alumni as well as current students who drop by to connect with staff or use the library. 
A special joy is interacting with new or prospective students as they begin to consider all that is involved in starting a new 
phase of life as a college student. 

Summer is also a time for catching up on projects. Two exciting projects will have a dramatic impact on the quality of stu-
dent experience on campus next year. The first of these is a new kitchen in the Sherk Education Centre. Chef Tim Beatty will 
have a new space to prepare and serve up the delicious food for which he has become known. He is eagerly anticipating the 
new facility to continue his mission of keeping our students well fed and healthy.

Our second major project is the provision of new residence room furniture for Warder Hall. Last summer, we renovated and 
upgraded some of the building’s common areas. This summer, our attention turns to the residence rooms. New furniture 
is on its way, and each room will be painted and refloored. With these projects completed, our campus will be ready for 
students to arrive in September. We continue to firmly believe in the value of theological education and the opportunity it 
provides for students to be equipped for ministry and inspired to grow in their faith in Christ. 

Thank you for being part of God’s work at Emmanuel and blessing us through your prayers 
and financial support. God bless you and have a great summer.

EMMANUEL
Summer 2019

President & Dean
Dr. Stephen Roy

CONGRADULATIONS!Graduates of 2019!



Heather Antoni
Bachelor of Religious Education 
(Majoring in Professional Studies 
with Concentrations in Counselling 
and International Studies)

Heather is pursuing her master’s 
degree at Martin Luther University 
College in the Spiritual Care and 
Psychotherapy program. 

“My education at EBC helped me 
to develop a firm foundation in my 
Christian faith, which was incredibly 

valuable as I transitioned into a graduate environment that emphasizes 
pluralism,” says Heather. “As a brand-new Christian, my instructors 
at EBC showed incredible grace to me as I worked through course 
material that challenged me and sought to understand myself, my 
faith and my calling.”

On top of helping her develop a strong spiritual foundation, Heather 
also says that her studies at Emmanuel gave her a core understanding 
of counselling. After completing her degree, she hopes to become a 
Registered Psychotherapist to help support those who struggle with 
mental health challenges.

“For a significant portion of my life, I struggled greatly with mental 
illness and addiction,” says Heather. “These are issues that are close 
to my heart and I understand them on a deeply personal level. I feel 
that God has chosen to use my experiences in these areas by calling 
me to a career in counselling.”

Matteo Gugliotta
Bachelor of Religious Education 
(Majoring in Professional Studies 
with Concentrations in Christian 
Education and Youth & Family 
Ministry)

Matteo is working as the Director 
of Children and Youth Ministries at 
Midland Alliance Church in Midland, 
Ontario.

“God told me in Grade 9 that I should 
be a youth pastor, but I listened to my foolish and human nature,” 
says Matteo. “I pushed God away for so long to the point that He 
broke me in the most amazing way possible and reminded me that 
He had a higher calling for my life. He picked Emmanuel for me and 
said, ‘This is where you will go. I will help you learn, grow, and I will 
make you into the pastor I want you to be.’”

Matteo feels that his education at Emmanuel prepared him to handle 
a variety of situations and conversations that he may encounter in 
his ministry. His field education placement was particularly helpful, 
as it gave him the opportunity to learn how to run a ministry program 
for children and youth.

“My goal is to see kids’ hearts and lives changed into loving God and 
serving the community,” says Matteo.

Evan Dunne
Bachelor of Religious Education 
(Majoring in Professional Studies 
with Concentrations in Counselling 
and Human Services) and 
Professional Studies Certificate in 
Addictions Counselling.

Evan works at Youth Unlimited/
Youth for Christ Kitchener and is 
also a behavioural counsellor with 
Stonehenge Therapeutic Community 
in Guelph, Ontario. He was chosen 

by his peers to be valedictorian of the 2019 graduating class.

“I originally decided to go to EBC because I wanted to learn more 
about God and how to do ministry more effectively. I had also 
completed rehab at the time and wanted to join a supportive 
community where I could practice my recovery in an encouraging 
place. The most rewarding part of my time at EBC was finding like-
minded people that I could share my life with.”

In addition to his degree, Evan chose to pursue a Professional Studies 
Certificate in Addictions Counselling at Emmanuel. This program 
provides the theoretical knowledge and practical training necessary 
to become a Certified Addiction Counsellor through the Canadian 
Addiction Counsellors Certification Federation. He feels the courses 
gave him insight into human behaviour and equipped him with tools 
he can use to help others. 

“I wanted to help people who are stuck in addiction because I myself 
went through addiction,” says Evan. “What I enjoy most about my 
work is that I can go to bed at night knowing that I was able to help 
someone emotionally or spiritually.”

Liana Koetsier
MountainTop Certificate

Liana will be pursuing a Social Work 
degree at Dordt University in Iowa.

“I decided to go into social work 
because I’ve always had a heart for 
helping other people, and I feel like 
this is what God wants me to do,” 
says Liana. “As Christians, we are 
called to help and love each other. I 
want to make a difference in people’s 

lives and serve others with my God-given talents.”

Liana feels that her many experiences at Emmanuel, from living 
in residence with a roommate to her classes and chapel services, 
helped prepare her for this next stage in her life. She says the growth 
she experienced during her time at the college will help her over the 
next four years of her education.

“After getting my social work degree, I would really love to run 
programs for young girls promoting self-worth, care, and motivation,” 
says Liana. “To inspire them so they grow up feeling good about 
themselves and not being ashamed of the way they look.”
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Evangelical Missionary Church of Canada (EMCC)

At Emmanuel Bible College, we prepare our students 
for the future by offering a variety of opportunities to 
learn in and out of the classroom. In doing so, we give 
our students the tools they need to succeed.

We strive to foster a supportive community and an 
environment that encourages students to use their gifts, 
grow in knowledge and wisdom and ultimately glorify 
God. When a student completes their program, they get 
to celebrate by graduating.

Graduation represents opportunity and freedom. It gives 
students the chance to go out into the world, spread 
their wings and use the skills they developed over the 
course of their education. This is an exciting time filled 
with the hope of things to come! We wish our graduates 
of 2019 all the best and pray that God continues to guide 
them as they step into this new season in their lives.

• Rob Gulliver (BTH ’88) is now the lead pastor of Pembroke Evangelical Missionary Church.

• Tyler Kirkbride (BRE ’18) is now Associate Pastor at Stayner Evanglical Missionary Church.

• Matt Lockhart (BRE ’12) serves as Youth Pastor to the young men and women at Emmanuel 
Evangelical Missionary Church in Elmira, Ontario.

• Andrew Mills (BTH ’06) assumed the role of Lead Pastor at Bethany Community Church in 
St. Catharines after the retirement of Larry Shantz.

• Randall Rehkopf (BTH ’92) has taken on the role of part-time Assistant Pastor at Wilmot 
Centre Evangelical Missionary Church after serving in this role on an interim basis.

ALUMNIUpdates



Should Christians be interested or concerned about an election? Does voting matter? 
Voting does matter. It matters greatly. When Christians vote, we are seeking the good of those around us and our country. That is a very 
biblical thing to do. The EFC believes that participating in discussions about public policy and politics – and engaging in an informed and 
compassionate manner – is an important part of our witness. 

How can Christians be involved in the election? 
There are many ways for Christians to be involved. We can pray for our elected officials and candidates. We can volunteer for campaigns. We 
can run for office ourselves, of course. Churches can also be engaged by hosting an all-candidates meeting and the EFC offers guidelines on 
how to do that properly. 

Are there things that churches can or cannot do during elections?
Yes, there are guidelines for what churches can and cannot do during elections if they are registered as charities with the government. Here 
are a couple of positive things. Church members can get to know the candidates, pray for them and ask about issues of interest or concern. 
The EFC provides sample questions for candidates to help people do that. Churches are also free to provide information on issues of interest 
or concern that flow from biblical teaching, if the church does not link its views to any party or candidate. 

The list of things a church cannot do includes promoting or opposing any single candidate or political party. Churches cannot use their 
resources to support a candidate or party, including posting signs for a candidate or political party on church property. And of course, a 
church cannot endorse a candidate or party. There is more information on this on our website www.TheEFC.ca as part of our election kit.

Thank you to our friends at EFC for this helpful overview. You can find out 
more information on their website at www.TheEFC.ca/Election2019.
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FEDERAL ELECTIONThe 2019
The next Canadian Federal election 
will take place on or before October 
21, 2019. We have asked experts at the 
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada (an 
organization with which Emmanuel 
Bible College is affiliated) about our 
responsibilities as Christians and 
citizens in the upcoming election.


